Holy Communion

at St Paul’s, Ashgrove

Pentecost 5, 2020

Wisdom and Romance
Genesis 24



GATHERING IN GOD'S NAME
P:  Welcome
P. Hymn Lord of Creation (TiS 626)
Note that hymns are only sung in the 9am service

P. Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever.

P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

LA: ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and | will give you rest,’ says the Lord.
‘Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for | am
gentle and humble in heart.” Matthew 11.28-29

LA: [Let us pray.]

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to God's people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.



Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High

Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

P: Almighty God,
your Son Jesus Christ has taught us

that what we do for the least of his brothers and sisters

we do also for him:

give us the will to serve others

as he was the servant of all,

who gave up his life and died for us;

yet lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

1st Reading

Genesis 24.34-38, 24.42-49,24.58-67

% S0 he said, ‘Il am Abraham’s servant. 3 The Lord has greatly
blessed my master, and he has become wealthy; he has given
him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female slaves,
camels and donkeys. % And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son
to my master when she was old; and he has given him all that
he has. 3 My master made me swear, saying, “You shall not
take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in
whose land | live; # but you shall go to my father’s house, to my

kindred, and get a wife for my son.”



42 | came today to the spring, and said, “O Lord , the God of my
master Abraham, if now you will only make successful the way |
am going! 43 | am standing here by the spring of water; let the
young woman who comes out to draw, to whom | shall say,
‘Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,’ 4 and who
will say to me, ‘Drink, and | will draw for your camels also’'—let
her be the woman whom the Lord has appointed for my
master’s son.”
45 ‘Before | had finished speaking in my heart, there was
Rebekah coming out with her water-jar on her shoulder; and
she went down to the spring, and drew. | said to her, “Please let
me drink.” 46 She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and
said, “Drink, and | will also water your camels.” So | drank, and
she also watered the camels.
4 Then | asked her, “Whose daughter are you?” She said, “The
daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.”
So | put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her arms.
8 Then | bowed my head and worshipped the Lord, and
blessed the Lord , the God of my master Abraham, who had led
me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s
kinsman for his son.
% Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell
me; and if not, tell me, so that | may turn either to the right hand
or to the left.’
¢ And they called Rebekah, and said to her, ‘Will you go with
this man?’ She said, ‘I will.’
52 S0 they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along
with Abraham’s servant and his men. & And they blessed
Rebekah and said to her,
‘May you, our sister, become

thousands of myriads;
may your offspring gain possession

of the gates of their foes.’
51 Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels,
and followed the man; thus the servant took Rebekah, and
went his way.
52 Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in



the Negeb. ¢ Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the field;
and looking up, he saw camels coming.  And Rebekah looked
up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the
camel, &5 and said to the servant, ‘Who is the man over there,
walking in the field to meet us?’ The servant said, ‘It is my
master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. ¢ And the
servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. ¢ Then Isaac
brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and
she became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was
comforted after his mother’s death.

For the word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 145.8-14
8 The Lord is gracious and compassionate:

slow to anger and of great goodness.
9The Lord is loving to every one of us:
and his mercy is over all his works.
10 All creation praises you, O Lord:
and your faithful servants bless your name.
1 They speak of the glory of your kingdom:
and tell of your great might,
12 That the whole earth may know your mighty acts:
and the glorious splendour of your kingdom.
B Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom:
and your dominion endures through all generations.
14 The Lord upholds all those who stumbile:
and raises up those that are bowed down.

Romans 7.14-25
14 For we know that the law is spiritual; but | am of the flesh,
sold into slavery under sin. ** | do not understand my own
actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do the very thing |
hate. 16 Now if | do what | do not want, | agree that the law is



good. 17 But in fact it is no longer | that do it, but sin that dwells
within me. 8 For | know that nothing good dwells within me,
that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but | cannot do

it. 1° For | do not do the good | want, but the evil | do not want is
what | do. 2° Now if | do what | do not want, it is no longer | that
do it, but sin that dwells within me. %! So | find it to be a law that
when | want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22 For |
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 22 but | see in my
members another law at war with the law of my mind, making
me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my

members. 2 Wretched man that | am! Who will rescue me from
this body of death? 2° Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ
our Lord! So then, with my mind | am a slave to the law of God,
but with my flesh | am a slave to the law of sin.

For the word of the Lord,
thanks be to God.

LA: Hymn God Has Spoken By his prophets (TiS 158)

Gospel Reading

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
chapter 11 beginning at verse 15

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Matthew 11.15-19, 11.25-30
15 Let anyone with ears listen!
16 ‘But to what will | compare this generation? It is like children
sitting in the market-places and calling to one another,
17 “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;



we wailed, and you did not mourn.”
18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He
has a demon”;
19 the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say,
“Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and
sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.’
25 At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise
and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants;
26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.
27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and
no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him.
28 ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and | will give you rest.
29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for | am gentle
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’

For the Gospel of the Lord,
praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon

Silence

LA: Nicene Creed

Let us together affirm the faith of the Church
We believe in one God,

the Father, the almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one being with the Father,;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge

the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son

is worshipped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the

forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

LA: THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Let us pray for the world and for the Church.



Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

LA: Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
taught us to pray,

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

LA: Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.'
Jesus said: 'This is the great and first commandment. And a
second is like it: you shall love your neighbour as yourself.'

God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy, welcoming
sinners and inviting them to the Lord's table.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, confident in
God's forgiveness.

Merciful God,

our maker and our judge,

we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
and in what we have failed to do:



we have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;

we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.

Father, forgive us.

Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

P:  Almighty God,

who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith:
pardon you and set you free from all your sins,

strengthen you in all goodness

and keep you in eternal life,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

P: We are the body of Christ.
His Spirit is with us.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

All may exchange a sign of peace, maintaining 1.5m separation
and without touching.

P:  Hymn Dear Father, Lord of humankind (TiS 598)

Note that we cannot pass collection bowls around at this time.
There is a box at the back of the building to receive your
offerings. Alternatively, please consider giving electronically
through your bank.

P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, faithful God,

always and everywhere,

for with your only begotten Son

and life-giving Spirit,

you are the one true God from everlasting to everlasting.
At the dawn of time you wrought from nothing

a universe of beauty and splendour,

bringing light from darkness

and order from chaos.

You formed us, male and female, in your image,
and endowed us with creative power.

We turned away from you but you did not abandon us.
You called us by name and searched us out,
making a covenant of mercy,
giving the law, and teaching justice by the prophets.
And so we praise you,
joining with your faithful people of every time and place,
singing the eternal song:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

When the fullness of time was come,

you sent your Son to be born of Mary.

Bright image of your glory,

he learned obedience to you in all things,
even to death on a cross,

breaking the power of evil,

freeing us from sin, and putting death to flight.

You raised him from death,
exalting him to glory,
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and the new day dawned.

On the night he was betrayed
your Son Jesus Christ shared food with his friends,
his companions on the way.

While at table he took bread,
blessed, and broke it,

and giving it to them, said:
‘Take, eat; this is my body.'

He took a cup of wine,

and, giving thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
‘This is my blood of the covenant,

which is poured out for many.

Do this in remembrance of me.’

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Therefore, living God, as we obey his command,
we remember his life of obedience to you,

his suffering and death,

his resurrection and exaltation,

and his promise to be with us for ever.

With this bread and this cup

we celebrate his saving death until he comes.

Accept, we pray, our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
and send your Holy Spirit upon us and our celebration
that all who eat and drink at this table

may be strengthened by Christ's body and blood

to serve you in the world.

As one body and one holy people,

may we proclaim the everlasting gospel

of Jesus Christ our Lord,
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through whom, with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory is yours, eternal God, now and for ever.

Blessing and honour and glory and power
are yours for ever and ever. Amen.

Sanitise Hands

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
We who are many are one body,

for we all share in the one bread.

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

The gifts of God for the people of God.

Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of
Christ in remembrance that he died for us, and feed on him in
our hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

Special Covid-19 Guidelines: Please come forward to receive
communion (bread only). Maintain 1.5m separation as you
move forward. Queue close to the pew — not in the centre of the
isle — in one line. Sanitise hands. Receive the bread while
standing and return to your seat.

Living God,

in this holy meal you fill us with new hope.
May the power of your love,

which we have known in word and sacrament,
continue your saving work among us,

give us courage for our pilgrimage,

and bring us to the joys you promise.
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Most loving God,

you send us into the world you love.

Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage
in the power of your Spirit.

Announcements

Please stand for the blessing:

P: The peace of God which passes all understanding
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of
God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

LA: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:
In the name of Christ. Amen

P:  Hymn This is a day of new beginnings (TiS 653)
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